INDIANAPOLIS MUSEUM OF ART

INDYLGBTFILMFEST.COM

CONTENTS
INDYLGBTFILMFEST.COM

24

19

3

Schedule

4

Welcome

7

Judges/Juried Prizes

FR IDAY

8

Premiere Night
Great Escape
Festival Highlights
Miles

S AT U R D AY

12 Animated Shorts
14 One Kiss
18 Gay Shorts
13

30

22 Lesbian Shorts
24 Strike A Pose
26 Suicide Kale
30 Kings, Queens, & In-Betweens
32 Heartland
34 Retake
38 MAJOR!
S U ND AY

40 Desert Migration
44 Sunday Shorts
46 Real Boy
12

1

FRIDAY / NOVEMBER 11
IMA THE TOBY
7:30

GREAT ESCAPE
MILES

VENUE
96 Minutes

INDIANAPOLIS MUSEUM OF ART

4000 Michigan Road, Indianapolis, IN 46208
www.imamuseum.org

SATURDAY / NOVEMBER 12
IMA THE TOBY

IMA DEBOEST LECTURE HALL

12:30

ANIMATED SHORTS

80 Minutes

12:30

2:15

GAY SHORTS

90 Minutes

2:30

LESBIAN SHORTS

98 Minutes

4:00

STRIKE A POSE

83 Minutes

4:30

SUICIDE KALE

78 Minutes

5:45

KINGS, QUEENS, AND IN-BETWEENS

90 Minutes

6:00

HEARTLAND

7:30

RETAKE

98 Minutes

8:00

MAJOR

ARRIVAL: A SHORT FILM BY ALEX MYUNG
B.
BITTERSWEET
POOCHINI
DIRTY PAWS
HE WHO HAS TWO SOULS
HAPPY & GAY

BED BUDDIES
A WIG & A PRAYER: THE PEACHES CHRIST STORY
APOLLON
EASY
FURIOUS SAINT JACK AND OTTER, ALONE
LINE 9
SEEKING: JACK TRIPPER
PHOTO OP

ONE KISS

101 Minutes

BETTY
SPUNKLE
A MEAL WITH DAD
BE RIGHT BACK
LET’S LIVE IN A FISH TANK
THE ESCAPE HATCH
THE MASTERFUL HERMIT

100 Minutes

85 Minutes

SUNDAY / NOVEMBER 13
TICKETS

IMA DEBOEST LECTURE HALL
12:15
12:30

2:00

DESERT MIGRATION

80 Minutes

SUNDAY SHORTS

96 Minutes

DAWN
UNDERNEATH THE MAKEUP THERE'S ME
I'M SO VAIN
RIBBONS
A DOLL'S EYES
PINK BOY
THESE C*CKSUCKING TEARS

Full Festival Pass.................................................................................$60
$40
Premiere Night Pass............................................................................
$8
Individual Film Tickets (Saturday and Sunday).................................
$15
Premiere Film Ticket (Friday night)..................................................
Student Discounts (with valid student ID)
$5
Individual Films on Saturday and Sunday.............................................
Full Festival and Premiere Night Passes available for presale at
www.IndyLGBTFilmFest.com. All other tickets available Festival Weekend
at the Box Oﬃce inside the Indianapolis Museum of Art, based on availability.
Seating for ﬁlms guaranteed to Full Festival Pass holders up to 15 minutes before showtime.
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to the 16th Annual Indianapolis LGBT Film Festival! We have chosen
a fascinating assortment of feature ﬁlms, shorts, and documentaries just
for you. After all, it’s you and our generous sponsors that keep us going!
Though we’ve said it before, it bears repeating: Please keep our beneﬁciary
Indiana Youth Group in your heart and on your mind. For almost 30 years IYG has provided
safe spaces and vital support for thousands of LGBT youth in Indiana. Perhaps IYG was there
for you. Or, unfortunately, you might have maneuvered through struggles alone, knowing all
too well how much this organization is needed. We strongly endorse IYG and hope you do
as well. To learn more, visit IndianaYouthGroup.org.
If you enjoy LGBT ﬁlms, show your love – ﬁnancially. Please buy LGBT-themed DVDs
and Blu-ray movies and stream online ﬁlms of the genre. What better gifts for the
fast-approaching holidays? Our sponsor Dekkoo.com is perfect for screening some
of the best LGBTQ productions available.
Speaking of gifts, Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett
provided us a warm welcome letter (page 5), and we are
especially grateful for that. We’re also pleased that our
friend Mr. Walters, the creative mind behind Nerfect
Artistic Novelties, contributed the beautifully painted
artwork on our cover, and the 2016 festival mascot,
Poppy! Check out etsy.com/shop/NerfectArtNovelties
for more of his fantastic creations.
And on behalf of everyone involved, from our Steering
Committee to the ﬁlmmakers, the Indianapolis Museum
of Art and all our sponsors, I want to sincerely thank
you for coming to the Indianapolis LGBT Film Festival.
Enjoy the shows!

Kevin Kelly

Festival Director
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November 11, 2016
Greetings!
On behalf of the citizens of Indianapolis, it is my honor to welcome you to the 16th
Indianapolis LGBT Film Festival.
I would like to extend to you my particular brand of Hoosier Hospitality — one in which
Indy warmly welcomes all. Regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity, please be
assured that you are always welcome in our city.
The Indianapolis LGBT Film Festival highlights the art of filmmaking by offering
documentaries, feature films, and shorts from around the world. The Indianapolis LGBT
Film Festival operates as an annual fundraising event benefitting the Indiana Youth
Group, a nonprofit organization founded in 1987 to serve the needs of Indiana LGBTQ
youth.
Many amenities exist within close proximity to the festival. While you are here, I hope
you have time to enjoy some of the many unique places Indianapolis has to offer, such as
the Indianapolis Zoo and White River Gardens, the Eiteljorg Museum of American
Indians and Western Art, the Madame C.J. Walker Theater, and, of course, your host venue,
the Indianapolis Museum of Art.
I hope you have an enjoyable weekend filled with unexpected and memorable cultural
experiences.
Best regards,

Joseph H. Hogsett
Mayor
City of Indianapolis

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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INDY PRIDE, INC.
The Indianapolis LGBT Film Festival is partnered with Indy Pride, Inc. Through its
purpose, Indy Pride fosters events that seek to educate, honor the history of the
LGBT communities, and celebrate the diversity of and create unity, in and between,
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Straight communities. Best known
for the yearly Circle City IN Pride Festival, which has expanded to a week-long
schedule of events celebrating every aspect of our community, Indy Pride, Inc. does
philanthropic work throughout the year to support many organizations throughout
Central Indiana.

WWW.INDYPRIDEINC.ORG

INDIANA YOUTH GROUP
The Indianapolis LGBT Film Festival is a fundraiser for Indiana Youth Group (IYG).
IYG provides a safe place, a conﬁdential environment, and youth development
programs and support services that foster personal strength and wellness among
self-identiﬁed lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender young people. IYG advocates
on their behalf in schools, on the streets, and in the community.

WWW.INDIANAYOUTHGROUP.ORG

JAMI STALL
An Indianapolis-based arts and
entertainment writer and avid supporter
of Central Indiana’s cultural events
and activities

JUDGES
STEVEN STOLEN
Vice President of Corporate Advancement
for the Indy Chamber, and host of
Stolen Moments on WFYI

B.
Director: Kai Stänicke

PAULA KATZ
Executive Director of the Indianapolis
Museum of Contemporary
Art (iMOCA)

ROYCE COLE JR.
Senior-System Engineer at AT&T,
former Director of Indianapolis LGBT
Film Festival

SAGE SUMMERS
An electrifying 18-year veteran in the
art form of female impersonation,
from Las Vegas, Nevada

These ﬁve ﬁlms are our nominees for the 2016 Best of Festival Awards. The
winners are selected by our panel of judges and announced on Premiere Night.

MAJOR!

KINGS, QUEENS, & IN-BETWEENS

Filmmakers: Annalise Ophelian & StormMiguel Florez

Director: Gabrielle C. Burton

THESE C*CKSUCKING TEARS

A WIG & A PRAYER:
THE PEACHES CHRIST STORY

Director: Dan Taberski

Director: Jeﬀ Schlags

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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FEATURE / COMEDY

Director: Nathan Adloﬀ
USA, 90 Minutes
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A fun, heartwarming, and emotional movie, Miles is a
love letter to unexpected childhoods, inspired by director
Nathan Adloﬀ’s real-life events.

IMA / THE TOBY / FRIDAY 7:30PM

It's 1999 and high-school senior Miles is desperate to go to
college far from his rural town in Illinois. He divides his time
between the exciting new world of AOL chat rooms and the
movie theater where he works. He bides his time until he
graduates and leaves for college to study ﬁlmmaking. When
his father passes away unexpectedly, a deep, dark secret
leaves Miles without the money his
parents saved for him. An athletic
scholarship seems like the obvious
solution, but Miles' sport of choice
is volleyball, which, at his school, is
strictly for girls. Because his high
school doesn’t have a boys’ team,
Miles tries out for the girls‘ team.
When brash, outspoken head coach
Leslie Wayne notices Miles’ natural
athletic ability, she puts him on
the team immediately, regardless
of state regulations. Featuring
a deep bench of comedy veterans including Saturday Night
Live's Molly Shannon as his mother, Missi Pyle as his volleyball
coach, and Paul Reiser as the school's superintendent, this
charmingly sweet, family-friendly comedy reminds us that
gender rebellion can take many forms.

PRECEDED BY

GREAT ESCAPE
Director: Sal Bardo, USA, 6 Minutes
A 70-year-old woman leaves her husband for a
woman she met decades earlier. Music by Paper
Ring.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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Men like you
like Gregs

SAVINGS MADE SIMPLE
SAMSCLUB.COM

231 E 16th St, Indianapolis, IN 46202 / (317) 638-8138
gregsindianapolis.com

711 E. 54th St. Indpls, IN 46220

IMA / THE TOBY / SATURDAY 12:30PM

ARRIVAL : A SHORT FILM BY ALEX MYUNG
Director: Alex Myung, USA, 23 Minutes
Written, directed, and animated by Alex Myung, this ﬁlm
explores one boy's struggle to face the truth of his life and love,
and reveal it to the person he cares about most. Arrival delves
into the often-unexamined ripple eﬀect that hiding your true
self has on loved ones around you. Join this uniquely modern
LGBTQ couple as they explore the highs and lows that come
with feeling guilty for loving the right person.
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B.
Director: Kai Stänicke, Germany, 15 Minutes
The true story of “B.“ Torn between a cold relationship
with K. and her feelings for another woman, shy and insecure
B. is haunted by the thought of what could have been and
keeps losing control of her emotions. For too long, she has
suppressed her desire and lived a lie. But is it really too late
for B. to follow her heart?

BITTERSWEET
Director: Allen Martsch, USA, 5 Minutes
In this charming animated vignette, an anxious schoolboy
scrambles to retrieve a Valentine he’s accidentally sent to his
secret crush.

POOCHINI
Director: Max Colson, USA, 4 Minutes
A showering man is terrorized by a spider in this hilarious
animated chiller. Don't drop the soap!

DIRTY PAWS
Director: Karina Farek, USA, 5 Minutes
A couple spends the night of a full moon together.

HE WHO HAS TWO SOULS
Director: Fabrice Luang-Vija, USA, 17 Minutes
French with English subtitles
In this gorgeous animated tale, an Inuit man hunts like
the best of men and sews like the best of women. Tension
builds like a taut bowstring about whom he should take as a
partner, and the arrow hits home when he meets his match.

HAPPY & GAY
Director: Lorelei Pepi, USA, 11 Minutes
Two couples go out for a night on the town in this
revisionist history, 1930s black-and-white cartoon musical
misadventure. The ﬁlm embeds historical issues of
stereotype, representation, censorship, and homophobia,
and becomes a document that perhaps should have
existed, were it not for the era referenced.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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FEATURE / GAY

Director: Ivan Cotroneo, Italy, 101 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Friendships / Relationships, Gay Issues, Gay Youth, High School, Italy, Music / Music Video, Sports

14

IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SATURDAY 12:30PM

Lorenzo, Blu, and Antonio are three teenagers in a small town.
For three unique reasons they are all outsiders. Antonio is a
star basketball player on his high school team, but that doesn’t
mean he’s popular by any means. Soft-spoken, awkward, and
still grieving over his older brother’s death, he’s excluded from
his teammates and bullied by his peers. Blu has just moved
back to town. Every day on her walk to school, she gets a
reminder that her sexual exploits are known and condemned
by all, thanks to vulgar graﬃti on the walls. Then, there’s
Lorenzo who joins the class halfway through the academic
year. He’s 15, gay, and has recently been adopted. He goes
against the grain in every way, but most noticeably in how
he dresses: eccentric and colorful. In his imagination, he sees
himself as a star, despite the homophobic insults he receives
from the moment he arrives at his new school. Antonio, Blu,
and Lorenzo quickly become best friends and ﬁnd in their
relationship the strength to fend oﬀ insults from the school
bullies.
Reminiscent of 1960s New Wave forerunners like Truﬀaut's
Jules et Jim and Godard's Bande A Parte, One Kiss — as based
on writer/director Ivan Cotroneo’s novel of the same name —
is ultimately a story of friendship, the limits of imagination,
and the consequence of honesty.

Free admission for this ﬁlm with valid student ID.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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Support these Local Businesses that Proudly Support the Indianapolis LGBT Community

Human Resource Consulting

www.eatincarryout.com

milktoothindy.com

MASSAVEPUB.COM

www.ChathamTap.com

Norman R. Brandenstein, L.M.H.C.
Licensed Mental Health Counselor

Serving the Central Indiana GLBTQ
community for over 14 years.
9135 N. Meridian Street, Suite A-9
Indianapolis, IN 46260

317-631-9545

Confidential Voice Mail: (317) 767-0273

www.vitalskates.com

www.soireebyfp.com

THE IYG LICENSE PLATE.

Supporting LGBTQ Youth
Building Caring Communities

NOW AVAILABLE AT THE INDIANA BMV.

Visit IndianaYouthGroup.org
or call (317) 541-8726

IMA / THE TOBY / SATURDAY 2:15PM

BED BUDDIES
Director: Reid Waterer, USA, 15 Minutes
A comedy about friends who wake up after sleeping together
and try to make sense of the unclear line between friendship
and love. Director Reid Waterer said, “I wanted to take a
comic look at an interesting dilemma gay and lesbian people
face. Those they have the most in common with are also who
they are attracted to. This is yet another way we are
diﬀerentiated from most straight people, whom can form
lifelong same-sex friendships without confusion.”
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A WIG & A PRAYER:
THE PEACHES CHRIST STORY
Director: Jeﬀ Schlags, USA, 18 Minutes
A Wig and a Prayer takes us into the mind and world of
Peaches Christ, a.k.a. Joshua Grannell, who has taken drag
shows beyond just mere performance. Her weekly Midnight
Mass pre-movie events have become an immersive audience
experience combining song, dance, and joyful debauchery.

APOLLON
Director: Loic Dimitch, France, 8 Minutes
Apollon is a teenager hung up by the social ideals of
masculinity. He fantasizes about having the perfect body —
complete with big, beefy muscles and a big banana.

EASY
Director: Robert Guthrie, USA, 3 Minutes
Two high school guys are in love. A father disapproves, the
other's parents are thrilled. Who cares that it's not perfect?
They've got this.

FURIOUS SAINT JACK & OTTER, ALONE
Director: Ethan Roberts, USA, 6 Minutes
A man rhythmically narrates his leap from isolation to ecstasy
when he meets a stranger.

LINE 9
Director: Tavo Ruiz, Mexico/Germany, 16 Minutes
In a city with constant subway movement, the paths of Andrés
and Miguel cross. It seems like the beginning of a new romance,
but Andrés doesn’t know which direction to take.

SEEKING: JACK TRIPPER
Director Quinlan Orea, USA, 14 Minutes
A gay male couple in a long-term relationship seek to spice
things up by picking up a guy for a threesome. Will their
delightfully awkward attempts bring them what they seek?

PHOTO OP
Director: Dave Solomon, USA, 10 Minutes
A lonely photographer’s dark obsession with a handsome
stranger will make him either a subject or a victim. Featuring
Randy Harrison (Queer As Folk).

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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Have a TINI bit of fun
at your next event!
Private Events // Parties
Corporate Meetings
Cocktail Hour
Fundraisers
Wedding After Parties
& More

• 3 Bar Areas
• Audio Visual Capabilities
• Entertainment
• Catering
• Craft Cocktails
• Professional / Fun Bar Staﬀ
Known for our music videos, we can
curate a specialty playlist just for you!

www.tiniontheave.com
Contact BridgetDavisEvents@gmail.com for more info.

MORE THAN A MUSEUM.

SO MUCH MORE.

imamuseum.org
Roy Lichtenstein, Five Brushstrokes, designed 1983–1984, fabricated 2012, painted aluminum. Gift of the Roy Lichtenstein Foundation with additional support from the Robert L. and
Marjorie J. Mann Fund, 2013.443A-E.4 © Roy Lichtenstein Foundation.

IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SATURDAY 2:30PM

BETTY
Director: Kristiina Kello, UK, 9 Minutes
Betty, an elderly woman, watches the world go by, biding
her time with houseplants and pleasant memories. One day
a newspaper advertisement catches her eye and invites her
to explore her past, a part of which she has not reﬂected on
for quite some time.
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SPUNKLE
Director Lisa Donato, USA, 11 Minutes
A brother contemplates fatherhood when his older sister
and her free-spirited wife ask him to be their sperm donor.

A MEAL WITH DAD
Director: Brittany Alsott, USA, 15 Minutes
Haunted by a past that never was, Justine gets a lesson in
cooking and family ties from an unexpected source.

BE RIGHT BACK
Director: Hilda Schmelling, USA, 12 Minutes
In this creative and hilarious short, the owner of a small
vintage shop has more on her mind than selling clothes. Over
the course of one eventful morning, she ﬁnds herself lost in
fantasies as each new set of customers sparks her wild and
vivid imagination.

LET'S LIVE IN A FISH TANK
Director: Robin Krey Andersson, Sweden, 7 Minutes
It is hard when your ﬁrst love moves away. Let's Live in a Fish
Tank is a story about the diﬃculties of a ﬁrst romance.

THE ESCAPE HATCH
Director: David Willing, Australia, 9 Minutes
A mysterious woman in diﬀerent costumes appears each
night at an Asian restaurant and bar, orders a beer, and
leaves when she gets a text. We ﬁnd she is the ‘escape hatch’
for a friend if her date is not going well. Is she content in this
colorful role, or can the future hold more?

THE MASTERFUL HERMIT
Director: Reg Noyes, UK, 35 Minutes
As Christina attends her farewell party, excited to begin her
journey around the world the very next day, she is shocked
to discover a blast from the past has tracked her down.
Christina hasn’t seen Enid for over a year, since they spent
an unexpected afternoon together, both on the verge of
falling in love.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

Directors: Ester Gould, Reijer Zwaan, Netherlands, 83 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: AIDS / HIV, Biography / History, Dance, Gay, Music / Music Video, Relationships
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IMA / THE TOBY / SATURDAY 4:00PM

In 1990 Madonna’s taboo-busting Blond Ambition tour blew
the roof oﬀ global pop culture and raised AIDS awareness
while turning a sudden spotlight on seven male dancers.
“Give me more of you,” the singer exhorted her young
troupe in rehearsals and performances. They eagerly
complied. A couple of the guys, however, hid secrets that
withstood the glare and controversy of both the tour and
the legendary behind-the-scenes documentary Truth or
Dare, with its “scandalous” kiss that liberated so many
young gay men.
A quarter century after these intense formative experiences,
the extraordinary new documentary Strike a Pose reunites
the talented corps of dancers — who dispersed as suddenly
as they came together — not only to relive a seminal cultural
moment through their eyes, but also to try to make sense of
the momentous changes they’ve lived through. AIDS took
Gabriel in 1995. Today, Luis, Jose, Kevin, Salim, Carlton,
and Oliver (the only one who wasn’t classically trained, and
the only straight guy) continue to grapple with reconciling
the massive career break of that exuberant, high-proﬁle
tour with the poignant reality of day-to-day life in middle
age. Deeper and richer than a mere cautionary fable about
ﬁckle fame, Ester Gould and Reijer Zwaan’s empathetic
portrait conveys the pressures of growing up in public, the
diﬃculty of being a role model, the double-edged sword
of ambition, and the burden of family expectations.
Embellished with both vintage and current footage of
the principals dancing, the ﬁlm climaxes with a touching
reunion dinner (sans the pop diva, with whom they still
have an ambivalent relationship). Strike a Pose revisits
an era when being HIV-positive carried a devastating
stigma, and it honors how far we — and these talented,
gutsy artists — have come.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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FEATURE / LESBIAN

Director: Carly Usdin, USA, 78 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Black / African American, Comedy, Drama, Lesbian, Relationships, Romance
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IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SATURDAY 4:30PM

Suicide Kale is a darkly comic farce about two lesbian couples doing their best
to navigate a social landmine during an awkward lunch together. Jasmine
and Penny, a new couple of one month, are invited to a lunch party by hosts
Jordan and Billie, a married couple of ﬁve years, who are living the lesbian
dream together. They have a beautiful home, a fabulous partnership, and
Rosie, a darling pit bull pup that they co-parent with another couple. While
the hosts tend to the grill, Jasmine and Penny escape for a quickie — because
it’s August 2, and they haven’t had sex all month. While rolling around in their
pals’ bedroom, they stumble upon what appears to be an anonymous suicide
note, which leads them to believe that maybe Jordan and Billie’s partnership
isn’t as eﬀortless as it seems.
Featuring actress Jasika Nicole (Scandal, Fringe) and actress-writer Brittani
Nichols (Transparent), Suicide Kale explores the thrill of new relationships and the
tensions that arise after the comfort settles in and the excitement fades. This
(mostly improvised) dark comedy takes on important topics, from frequency of
masturbation to whether or not it’s
a good idea to decorate your home
with items that once belonged to a
neighbor who died in a hot tub. You
know, the type of stuﬀ you and your
friends typically discuss over beer
and grilled veggie skewers.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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THE
HOTEL REINTERPRETED.

Nestled in the heart of downtown Indianapolis, The Alexander features outstanding business amenities,
157 stunning guest rooms, 52 extended stay suites, and an emphasis on art and design.

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL
3 3 3 So ut h D e l a wa r e Stre e t, I n dia n a p olis, I N 46 20 4 (31 7) 6 24-820 0
thealex an d er.c om

OF GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY!

Supporting: The DEFA Fund • The Damien Center Food Pantry • Step Up, Inc.
• Indiana Youth Group • AVER (American Veterans for Equal Rights) • Little Red Door Agency
• Fraternal Order of Police Indianapolis • Evansville AIDS • Positive Link • Cystic Fibrosis, Ft. Wayne
• AIDS Task Force • KISS Organization • The Athenaeum Foundation

Special thanks to our friends and supporters throughout Indiana for making this possible.
FOLLOW THE BAG LADIES!

facebook.com/indybagladies

twitter.com/indybagladies

FEATURE SPONSORED BY

THE BAG LADIES OF INDIANAPOLIS

DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

KINGS

Director: Gabrielle C. Burton, USA, 90 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Documentary, Drag, Gay, Gender, Gender Queer, Lesbian, Music, Theater / Performance, Transexual
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IMA / THE TOBY / SATURDAY 5:45PM

“It isn’t just a gay thing; it’s a human thing,” ~ Chris / Virginia West

Breasts bound by duct tape? Testicles “tucked up” inside? Yes and
yes, sometimes. But too-tight pantyhose, compression vests, and
padded prosthetic undergarments won’t keep these performers
from doing what they love. And in Kings, Queens, & In-Betweens, no
questions go unanswered when director Gabrielle C. Burton talks
candidly with eight drag performers from
Columbus, Ohio. Created for mainstream
audiences and LGBTQ viewers alike, the
documentary tackles the complexities
and distinctions of gender expression,
sexuality and personal identity — minus
pretense or preaching.
Instead, the easy conversations take place
backstage and back home with the drag
kings and queens and trans performers
passionate about their art. They discuss
everything from coming out and starting
families to transforming their bodies —
and society’s perceptions of gender.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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FEATURE / LESBIAN

Director: Maura Anderson, USA, 100 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Bisexual, Death / Dying, Drama, Lesbian, Parenting / Family, Relationships, Romance
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IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SATURDAY 6:00PM

Two very diﬀerent women form an unexpected bond, but when their friendship
sparks a reckless romance, their worlds are turned upside-down. Lauren is
at sea after the death of her girlfriend. Finding herself jobless and evicted,
she retreats to her childhood home in Oklahoma and to her well-meaning
but less than accepting mother (splendidly portrayed by Beth Grant). Also
returning to the nest is Lauren’s brother Justin, bringing his polished, Californian
girlfriend, Carrie, with him. Carrie is a ﬁsh out of water, always overdressed and
underprepared for the social niceties of this small town. Justin and Carrie are
driven and business-minded, and the pair’s romantic and business relationships
are inextricably linked as they try to launch a local branch of her family’s Napa
winery. When a crucial meeting sends Justin out of town, Lauren’s grief and
Carrie’s career and commitment anxieties draw the two women together,
challenging them to face their fears and rise from the ashes of their former
lives.
Set against the beauty of the plains, Heartland’s story is accompanied by a
warm acoustic score. Director Maura Anderson and Velinda Godfrey, who
plays Lauren (and co-wrote the script), lead
a majority female cast and crew to bring this
down-to-earth story to the screen.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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FEATURE / GAY

Director: Nick Corporon, USA, 98 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Death / Dying, Drama, Drugs / Addiction, Gay, Mystery / Thriller, Relationships, Sex Work
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IMA / THE TOBY / SATURDAY 7:30PM

With a seductive gravitational allure, Retake pulls viewers into a world of
love, loss, and intrigue from its opening scenes. Handsome businessman
Jonathan (Tuc Watkins) has returned to San Francisco with a mission.
He’s on the hunt for a brunette who is “rough around the edges,”
temperamental, and scented with just the right cologne. Cruising the
streets of the city, he ﬁnds what he’s looking for in a ﬂirtatious young
hustler played by Devon Graye, and a bold proposition is made. If this
young man agrees to accompany Jonathan on a road trip to the Grand
Canyon, he’ll get double his nightly rate, plus $1,000. But, there’s a
catch. He has to role-play as someone named “Brandon” for the full
ride. Eager to leave his life on the streets, he agrees. Then an amorous
game of manipulation and obsession commences.
So begins the ambitious, risk-taking ﬁrst feature by Nick Corporon,
a ﬁlm of romance and brooding suspense, with shades of Alfred
Hitchcock’s Vertigo. The mystery of the real Brandon haunts the ﬁlm
for its duration. As the role-playing intensiﬁes, the what and the who
become captivatingly confused, as lines between fantasy and reality,
desire, and performance, blur. This is a
perverse scenario, for sure, but these are
also wayward souls, and their wounded
humanity evokes genuine empathy.
Grounded in the intimate complexities
of authentic human relationships, Retake
is a spellbinding journey of heartbreak
and self-discovery.

INDIANAPOLIS LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2016
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KITCHEN GADGETS, BAKING SUPPLIES,
COOKWARE + MORE!
ZESCO.COM PROUDLY SERVES ALL COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL CHEFS

facebook.com/ZescoProducts

twitter.com/ZescoProducts

instagram.com/ZescoProducts

DOCUMENTARY / FEATURE

Filmmakers: Annalise Ophelian and StormMiguel Florez, USA, 85 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Activism, Discrimination, Documentary, Female-to-Male, Gender, Male-to-Female, Transgender
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IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SATURDAY 8:00PM

MAJOR! follows the life and campaigns of Miss Major
Griﬃn-Gracy, a 73-year-old African-American transgender
woman who has been ﬁghting for the rights of trans
women of color for more than 40 years. Miss Major’s
personal story and activism for transgender civil rights —
from mobile outreach and AIDS prevention to ﬁghting the
prison industrial complex — intersects intersects LGBT
struggles for justice and equality from the 1960s to today.
She is a veteran of the 1969 Stonewall Rebellion and was
incarcerated at Attica months after the 1971 Uprising. Most
recently, Miss Major has served as the executive director
of the San Francisco-based Transgender Gender Variant
Intersex Justice Project (TGIJP), a grassroots organization
advocating for trans women of color in and outside of
prison that is led by trans women of color.
Miss Major’s extraordinary life and personal story is one
of resilience and celebration in a community that has
been historically traumatized and marginalized. While
mainstream gay rights and marriage equality dominate
the headlines, Miss Major’s life is a testament to the
ﬁerce survivalism and everyday concerns of transgender
women of color, who so often live in the margin of the
already marginalized.
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DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

Director: Daniel F. Cardone, USA, 80 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Aging / Elders, AIDS / HIV, Death / Dying, Drugs / Addiction, Gay, Leather / Kink, Palm Springs, CA
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IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SUNDAY 12:30PM

“I got oﬀ the plane at 10 at night, and it was 100 degrees, and it was very windy and very dry. It felt so
wonderful,” says Joel, recalling his arrival in Palm Springs, California. He’s one of the dozen or so guys
living with long-term HIV/AIDS who are proﬁled in the unﬂinching documentary Desert Migration. Like
throngs of fellow gay men in their ﬁfties and sixties who have made the oasis of intense heat, Speedo-clad
hotties, and towering palm trees their adopted home, Joel
came in search of hospitable environs in which to nurture
health, healing, and a renewed sense of community. He ﬁnds
kindred spirits struggling with illness, aging, addiction, and
displacement in this lost horizon of unrelenting sunshine.
Having mentally prepared for early death, following their
diagnoses in the era before drug cocktails, these men are now
unexpectedly approaching their autumn years. From Juan,
with his magniﬁcent gray tresses, to tattooed, pierced, and
polyamorous Doc, all the men proﬁled here are remarkably
candid, united by seroconversion, yet wonderfully diverse
in looks and outlooks. All ache to live fully.
Director Daniel F. Cardone favors stark compositions as
he focuses on the men’s daily routines — awaking naked,
taking meds, working out at the gym, cooling down in the
pool, commiserating at a dinner party, or prepping for a sling
session with a play buddy. These documentary segments are
elegantly intercut with more stylized scenes of his subjects
wandering in the desert, their paths uncertain, their dignity
inspiring.
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IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SUNDAY 2:00PM

DAWN
Director: Jack Graf, UK, 14 Minutes
As dawn creeps across London, two lost outcasts meet in the
darkness, more afraid of themselves than each other. As the
sun begins to rise and the veil of night is lifted, the two are
forced to look at themselves and face the harsh reality that life
is sometimes what you make it, and that in the cold light of
day, it takes more than the eyes to see inside a soul.
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RIBBONS
Director: Brandon Cordeiro, USA, 9 Minutes
AIDS devastated the LGBT community in the mid-1980s.
Ribbons explores an episode in the life of a Portuguese boy
whose mother brings him to a community memorial service
in Provincetown. The boy experiences ﬁrsthand the loss
incurred, and also his community’s inspirational response to
it, an event that as an adult helps him understand the power
of forming a bond with a kindred tribe.

UNDERNEATH THE MAKEUP, THERE'S ME
Director: Chris Fudge, USA, 9 Minutes
This story follows the life of Amber, a transgender teen who
is trying to become her true self while dealing with the
pressure of society.

I’M SO VAIN
Director: Joshua Byron, USA, 21 Minutes
A queer deconstruction of identity politics and the
fragmentation of the self, I'm So Vain begins as a documentary
and barrels towards queer visions of medical apocalypse,
heterosexual 'allies', gay heaven, and gender as a
performance.

A DOLL’S EYES
Director: Jonathan Wysocki, USA, 12 Minutes
A ﬁlmmaker explains his lifelong obsession with Jaws.
Ultimately he sees it as a parallel to his being gay and the
shame he felt around it as a young boy. Realistic retro scenes
make this a treat for the ﬁlm enthusiast.

PINK BOY
Director: Eric Rockey, USA, 15 Minutes
BJ, a young boy, appears to be transgendered and is being
raised by his butch lesbian great aunt who is stymied by his
desire for pink, dresses, performance, and wigs. She tries her
best to be supportive while being wary of others’ judgment
and a bit of her own.

THESE C*CKSUCKING TEARS
Director: Dan Taberski, USA, 16 Minutes
The man behind the ﬁrst gay country album made in the
early 1970s still performs. This documentary is about how it
came about and his life before, during, and after.
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DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

Director: Shaleece Haas, USA, 72 Minutes
Genre/Subjects: Documentary, Drugs / Addiction, Female-to-Male, Music, Parenting / Family, Transgender, Youth
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IMA / DEBOEST LECTURE HALL / SUNDAY 4:00PM

Bennett Wallace is 19, a musician, and in recovery. When
he meets his idol, Joe Stevens of the band Coyote Grace,
Bennett’s personal and aspirational lives collide. Joe serves
as Virgil to Ben’s Dante while he goes on a journey (both
literal and ﬁgurative) to forge his identity as a transgender
man and an artist. Navigating the diﬃcult terrain of fractured
family bonds, Bennett ﬁnds his parents and sister reacting
to his coming out with varying degrees of dismay. But he
maintains a deepening, if at times tense, relationship with
his mother, Suzy, as she struggles to understand his identity.
When Bennett and his best friend, Dylan, plan a trip to Florida
to undergo top surgery at the same time, what seems a
culminating event becomes more of a way station.
Director Shaleece Haas’ ambitious visual style imbues
Real Boy with the personal and confessional, enriching the
story with home videos from Bennett’s early childhood
and beautiful animations that bring his journals to life as
Bennett’s music, woven throughout the ﬁlm, becomes the
soundtrack to his coming-of-age. While the story centers
around Bennett’s transition, it ultimately reveals how our
closest, most complicated relationships can be a source of
hurt as well as redemptive, authentic healing.
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Support these Local Businesses that Proudly Support the Indianapolis LGBT Community

libertineindy.com

Tune In @www.KWIRradio.com

www.angieslist.com

www.KWIRradio.com

www.sdadvertising.com

gaycationmagazine.com

A first of its kind, goodwill
flight around the world,
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communities.
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Are you trying to reach the lucrative target LGBTQ market in the Midwest and beyond?
Then look no further than The Eagle, the Midwest’s largest and oldest LGBTQ news source.
The Eagle now hits the streets of Indy every two weeks. 10,000 papers are delivered on the 1st & 15th of each month
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